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In our StenoCAT circle, the DSA selection committee is comprised of the three most recent recipients, with the most recent recipient being the chair. Beth Howard and Jenny Ebner, thank you so much for your insights and perspectives.

The DSA is sort of a lifetime achievement award within court reporting communities. It entails a level of involvement, and so very often, particularly in our size of association, it becomes a bit of a past presidents’ club, and it's easy to see why. When a reporter is involved enough, it's common to take a turn at the presidency. Jenny, Beth, and I are all past presidents. However, this year, we break that mold. 

Our DSA recipient this year has been a reporter for over 30 years and a member of our users group since... well, since before I came on. The recipient has been both official and freelance, although being an official has comprised the bulk of her experience. 

At our user group level, she has always been someone to be counted on. Stenoswap seminar? Chair a seminar? Be on the board for 10 years or so and take minutes as secretary for us for four years? Set up anything, arrange anything, help with anything at all and everything else - for the decades that she's been involved with our group, she's unfailingly said yes and pitched in, with one exception: She declined to be president. And this just speaks even further to the selfless attitude and can-do energy that she brings to us. 

In getting some background for her, one person had this to say: "She is well admired in her county for her work ethic and charisma we all know and love." In fact, that was her loving and devoted daughter, Renee. And that sentiment extends to us, her admirers and dear friends, in the StenoCAT Users Network as well. 

This year, the award is made to someone who works tirelessly, but behind the scenes, is a constant presence and resource for us, is a delight to everyone who knows her, and who spreads great cheer, amity, and respect in her dealings with her friends, family, and colleagues.

I'm immensely pleased and truly honored to call Irene Martin up to receive the StenoCAT Users Network Distinguished Service Award.

